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'Ending the ocean emergency is a race we must win, and working as one, it is 
a race we can win' – this was the powerful message from United Nations 
Secretary-General António Guterres at The Ocean Race Summit Mindelo, held 
in Cabo Verde, on 23 January 2022.

Opening the event, he said: “We gather on the shores of the mighty Atlantic 
Ocean today to celebrate something special – the inspiring courage of women 
and men sailing this gruelling six-month around the world race. It is also 
inspiring to know that every boat is carrying special equipment to gather 
scientific data to help ensure a healthy ocean for the future."

Speaking to over 300 attendees gathered at the Ocean Science Centre 
Mindelo (OSCM), a joint facility of the GEOMAR Helmholtz Centre for Ocean 
Research Kiel, Germany, and the IMar – Instituto do Mar – Guterres spoke of the 
major issues affecting the ocean, including overfishing, plastic pollution, the 
destruction of marine habitats and the impact of climate change, and urged 
the international community to become “the champions the ocean needs.”

At The Ocean Race Summit Mindelo, the UN chief added: ‘Working as one, it 
is a race we can win’

Ahead of The Ocean Race Summit Mindelo, UN Secretary-General António 
Guterres spoke about the ocean with sailors

United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres speaking at The Ocean Race Summit Mindelo on 23 January 
2023. Credit Sailing Energy / The Ocean Race

UN Secretary-General: ‘Ending the 
ocean emergency is a race we must 
win’

The UN Secretary-General toured the park, met some of the sailors and discussed the importance of ocean health. 
They also spoke to local NGOs who are working on ocean protection and spent time in the ocean science zone. 
Credit Sailing Energy / The Ocean Race

The Ocean Race was proud to welcome the United Nations Secretary-General, 
Antonio Guterres, as well as Ulisses Correia e Silva, the Prime Minister of Cabo 
Verde, at the Ocean Live Park in the Port of Mindelo.

The Secretary General, the Prime Minister and Race Chairman Richard Brisius 
toured the park, met some of the sailors and discussed the importance of 
ocean health. They also spoke to local NGOs who are working on ocean 
protection and spent time in the ocean science zone. 

 ...The sailors met Mr. Guterres, who shared how his son, just a few years ago, 
had joined three friends on a sailing trip crossing the Atlantic.

This prompted one of the skippers, Kevin Escoffier, to ask him: “Would you 
ever do something like that?”

“Maybe one day,” he quipped. “When I’m retired.” 

UN Secretary-General visits The 
Ocean Race in Cabo Verde

Champions for the Sea, for 6–12 year olds, which reveals how we are all 
connected to the ocean, the threats to its health, including the 
problem of plastic pollution, and empowers learners to take action to 
protect it. 
Generation Ocean: Join the race to protect our incredible blue planet, 
aimed at 12–16 year olds, which examines peoples’ relationships with 
the ocean, diving deeper into issues such as climate justice, ocean 
rights and ocean advocacy.

Available in eight languages (English, Spanish, French, Portuguese, Mandarin, 
Italian, Dutch and Danish, plus German for Champions for the Sea), the 
resources can be used by teachers, parents or in the community. The 
programmes support the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) that seek to 
‘transform our world’ by 2030 and are part of The Ocean Race’s Racing with 
Purpose sustainability programme, which aims to motivate as many people as 
possible to take care of our incredible blue planet.

Learning and science: creating a 
new generation of ocean advocates

The Ocean Race is creating a new generation of ocean advocates, by helping 
young people across the planet understand the issues affecting our marine 
world and inspiring them to join the journey to protect and restore the seas. 

There are two engaging Learning programmes:

Ahead of the Race star in Alicante, The Ocean Race held a session on ocean 
rights at Casa Mediterráneo

Ahead of the Race start in Alicante, The Ocean Race and Casa Mediterráeno – a 
public institution that belongs to the Spanish Ministry for Foreign Affairs – held 
a round table on ocean rights. Participants included Johan Salén, Race 
Chairman of The Ocean Race; Carla Nebreda, Commercial Director, The Ocean 
Race; Antonio di Natale, marine biologist and advisor on ocean rights, and 
Tamara Echegoyen, Olympic sailor and member Guyot Environnement – Team
Europe

The Ocean Race’s efforts towards a 
Universal Declaration of Ocean Rights 
take centre stage ahead of the Race 
start

The Ocean Race signed the EU “Mission Restore our Ocean and Waters” 
Charter, which aims to protect and restore the health of our ocean and waters 
through research and innovation, citizen engagement and blue investments. 
The Mission’s new approach will address the ocean and waters as one and play 
a key role in achieving climate neutrality and restoring nature, and The Ocean 
Race will contribute to these efforts with a presentation on 17 February in 
Brussels. 

The Ocean Race endorses the EU 
“Mission Restore our Ocean and 
Waters” Charter

An event at the Permanent Mission of Monaco to the UN helps raise 
awareness of ocean rights

On 31 January, the Permanent Mission of Monaco to the UN, the Permanent 
Mission of Cabo Verde to the UN in New York and The Ocean Race held an 
informative meeting to the Group of Friends of Oceans and Seas (GoFOS) to 
explore whether recognising the inherent rights of the ocean could help to 
secure its future. 

Speakers included Julio Morais, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of 
Cabo Verde to the UN; Daphné le Son, Deputy Permanent Representative of 
Monaco to the UN; Isabella Lövin, Former Deputy Prime Minister and former 
Minister for the Environment of Sweden and Co-Chair of the WEF Friends of 
Ocean Action; Michelle Bender, Ocean Campaigns Director at Earth Law 
Center, and Patricia Sala, Public Affairs Manager, The Ocean Race.

The Ocean Race team also held bilateral meetings with UNDP senior officials 
and with Ambassador Fatumanava-o-Upolu III Dr Pa’olelei Luteru of Samoa, who 
currently chairs AOSIS.

The Ocean Race and partners present 
ocean rights work to the Group of 
Friends of Oceans and Seas (GoFOS) 

Nature is at the heart of The Ocean Race and protecting it is central to all we 
do, including in Ocean Live Park, the site in each of our host cities where 
visitors get to experience the Race firsthand. It has been created to be as 
sustainable as possible and to improve ocean literacy, inspire visitors to join us 
in taking action for the ocean by signing the One Blue Voice petition for a 
Universal Declaration of Ocean Rights and boosting understanding of our 
relationship with the ocean

Outside, in the action zone, is the chance for people to take a deeper dive and 
discover how they can make a difference with a range of engaging 
ocean-themed activities. Visitors can take a quiz to discover their ocean voice, 
snap a sea-themed selfie and help create a better future for our blue planet by 
signing the petition for a Universal Declaration of Ocean Rights.

Find out more about how Race visitors can take action for the ocean and how 
sailors are supporting ocean science, here. 

* The multisensory holographic show will feature in Alicante, Newport and Genova, while Cape Town, The Hague, Aarhus
and Itajai will feature engaging 2D films.

Racing to protect the ocean at The 
Ocean Race One Blue Voice Pavillion 
immersive experience 
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Cabo Verde's Prime Minister, Ulisses Correia e Silva, addressed over 300 government, civil society and private 
sector representatives gathered at the event. Credit Sailing Energy / The Ocean Race

Leading voices at The Ocean Race Summit Mindelo held in Cabo Verde, joined 
the UN Secretary-General ahead of the start of Leg 2 of the Race to call for 
urgent ocean action in an event that brought together nations unified by their 
connection to the ocean. 

“We are in the midst of a severe crisis caused by climate change, accelerated 
loss of biodiversity, and ocean pollution which severely affects all countries and 
island nations in a particularly serious way,” Cabo Verde's Prime Minister, 
Ulisses Correia e Silva, said. “The climate and environmental crisis are global. 
Solving them is the responsibility of every country in the world, and a greater 
responsibility for the countries with the largest share in producing the harmful 
effects of climate change and pollution.” 

“We share a strong commitment to the cause of conservation and sustainable 
use of the seas and oceans,” the Prime Minister said, highlighting the joint work 
the Race and the country are conducting to develop principles of ocean rights 
and boosting support for the adoption of a Universal Declaration of Ocean 
Rights by 2030. “Together we can be stronger.”*

**The Summit endorsed the Mindelo Declaration, urging all nations of the 
planet to recognise the inherent rights and intrinsic value of the ocean, and to 
support a future decision on a Universal Declaration of Ocean Rights.

At The Ocean Race Summit Mindelo, 
Prime Ministers, athletes and ocean 
advocates call for urgent action to 
protect the ocean

Read UN Press release

Workshops are being held across the world in The 
Ocean Race’s host cities to introduce local school 
children to the programmes. Credit Sailing Energy / The 
Ocean Race

Science workshops are being held across the world in 
The Ocean Race’s host cities to introduce local school 
children to the programmes. Credit Sailing Energy / The 
Ocean Race

One Blue Voice immersive experience at the Ocean Live 
Park in Alicante. Copyright Sailing Energy / The Ocean 
Race

Children discover “The Race below” at the One Blue 
Voice immersive experience at the Ocean Live Park in 
Alicante. Copyright Sailing Energy / The Ocean Race

 "Ocean rights provide a new perspective 
on human exploitation of the sea. The 
ocean has an inherent right to exist and 
thrive, and if we all respect just that, 
change can happen”

Isabella Lövin, Former Deputy Prime Minister, and former 
Minister for the Environment of Sweden and Co-Chair of the 
WEF Friends of Ocean Action.
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https://www.theoceanrace.com/en/news/13301_UN-Secretary-General-Ending-the-ocean-emergency-is-a-race-we-must-win
https://theoceanrace.s3.amazonaws.com/files/m152346_The-Ocean-Race-Mindelo-Declaration.pdf
https://www.theoceanrace.com/en/news/13303_The-UN-Secretary-General-Prime-Ministers-athletes-and-ocean-advocates-call-for-urgent-action-to-protect-the-ocean
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/01/1132692
https://www.theoceanrace.com/en/sustainability/learning.html
https://www.theoceanrace.com/en/learning/champions-for-the-sea
https://www.theoceanrace.com/en/learning/generation-ocean
https://www.theoceanrace.com/en/rwp/news/13199_Racing-to-protect-the-seas-in-Ocean-Live-Park
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UMaT3jHlfFM

