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The Ocean Race and UN Secretary-General's Special Envoy for the Ocean, 
Peter Thomson, created Relay4Nature, an initiative symbolised by Nature’s 
Baton, to help to give the ocean a voice on the critical issues affecting our 
planet at the landmark events where decisions are made about the 
environment. 

The initiative involves Nature’s Baton, the symbol of Relay4Nature, passing 
between teams and global leaders, shining a spotlight on ocean issues and 
hearing from leading voices, innovators, and advocates on the action that is 
needed to protect the ocean. Nature’s Baton collects messages of 
commitments to  ocean action, highlighting the globally shared responsibility 
to protect marine ecosystems. 

COP27 provided a fantastic opportunity for the Baton to get into the hands of 
influential leaders from across the globe:

Gina McCarthy
First White House National 
Climate Advisor

US Senator Whitehouse Carlos Manuel Rodríguez
Minister of Environment and 
Energy of Costa Rica

Xiye Bastida
Climate Justice Activist, 
Co-Founder of Re-Earth 
Initiative

The Ocean Race – the round-the-world sailing event known as the toughest 
test of a team in sport – took part at the crucial climate talks held in Sharm 
El-Sheikh, Egypt. The Race joined a group of the world’s leading ocean science 
and philanthropic organisations, led by the Woods Hole Oceanographic 
Institution (WHOI) and Scripps Institution of Oceanography at the University of 
California San Diego, as co-founders of the first-ever Ocean Pavilion. Over the 
two-week conference period, the Ocean Pavilion hosted over 60 sessions to 
highlight the crucial importance of the ocean to Earth’s climate and to efforts 
to mitigate the effects of climate change in the safest, most effective ways 
science can offer. 
The Ocean Race was also the host of three high-level events that gathered 
policy-makers, youth, scientists and representatives from member countries to 
accelerate the recognition of ocean rights. 
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Ocean action is climate action. This is the 
Nature’s Baton, which has travelled from 
country to country and it is an honour to hold 
it. I encourage you to be advocates for our 
blue planet and for the ocean, to talk to 
colleagues, to negotiators, to those amongst 
you who can really empower decision-making 
in the ocean space.

Joanna Post
Team Lead

Adaptation Division
UNFCCC secretariat

“

“

How can companies contribute to better protect something that is vital to 
the survival of all life on earth?

COP27 was also the location for the launch of The Ocean Rights Alliance, an 
innovative platform for companies and other stakeholders to get involved and 
contribute to the process of giving the ocean a voice through exploring ocean 
rights in corporate governance. 

“One of the great things about The Ocean Race is that it brings together so 
many different players around the ocean and can accelerate and catalyse 
action for better ocean health,” said Lucy Hunt, Senior Advisor, Learning and 
Summits at The Ocean Race. For his part, via a video message, Pier Luigi 
Sigismondi, President, F&B Group, Dole Sunshine Company, stressed the 
importance of “setting a new framework, a Universal Declaration of Ocean 
Rights, to help set the reference for good and proper ocean governance.”  

Find out more at oceanrightsalliance.com

Launch of The Ocean Rights Alliance: 
exploring ocean rights in corporate 
governance

The Ocean Race has launched Generation Ocean: Join the race to protect our 
incredible blue planet, an engaging new Learning programme for secondary 
school pupils available in 9 languages. The free magazine-style resources 
examine peoples’ relationships with the ocean, diving into issues such as 
climate justice, ocean rights and ocean advocacy. 
The programme is the latest addition to the round-the-world sailing race’s 
work to help young learners across the planet understand the issues affecting 
the ocean and inspire them to join the journey to protect and restore the seas. 
The Ocean Race’s Champions for the Sea Learning programme for children 
aged 6–12 has reached 180,000 children in more than 60 countries to date. 
Find out more about Generation Ocean here and share with your networks.

Launch of Generation Ocean: a new 
learning programme featuring 
nature's rights

Experts in international law, diplomacy, ocean science and sport to gather to 
drive the ambitious goal of giving the ocean a voice. 
The Genova Process, a pathway bringing together experts in international law, 
diplomacy, ocean science and sport to drive the ambitious goal of giving the 
ocean a voice, is a series of Innovation Workshops that are working towards the 
drafting of principles on Ocean Rights. The principles will then be delivered to 
the UN General Assembly in New York in September 2023. 
The process gets its name from Genova, the city that will host The Ocean Race 
Grand Finale in the summer of 2023.  
The next Genova Process Innovation Workshop will be held in Genova (and 
online) on 5 December 2022.

The next Genova Process Innovation 
Workshop is around the corner…

The UN initiative promotes a non-anthropocentric relationship with Nature

Since 2009, the UN acknowledges that the Earth and its ecosystems are our 
common home, and Member States have expressed their conviction that it is 
necessary to promote Harmony with Nature in order to achieve a just balance 
among the economic, social and environmental needs of present and future 
generations. Our efforts with Earth Law Center towards a Universal Declaration 
of Ocean Rights have been featured in the Harmony with Nature website and 
included in a UN Secretary-General report in 6 official languages.

The Ocean Race and Earth Law 
Center’s efforts towards a Universal 
Declaration of Ocean Rights, 
featured on the UN Harmony with 
Nature website

With the 50th anniversary of The Ocean Race approaching, The Ocean Race 
Foundation is being created. The Ocean Race Foundation is a charitable 
foundation which shall support projects, people, organisations and initiatives 
that work to protect and restore a healthy ocean and a healthy planet as well 
as supporting those seeking to achieve the extraordinary within sport and 
sustainability.

The Ocean Race Foundation will provide a new opportunity for parties to 
contribute with funding, expertise and engagement towards these purposes, 
including driving towards a Universal Declaration of Ocean Rights. Parties from 
global society at large are welcomed such as national and local governments, 
international and civil society organisations, faith based organisations, interest 
groups, foundations, the private sector, individuals and other actors.

The Ocean Race Foundation will complement and build upon the 
award-winning achievements of our Racing with Purpose sustainability 
programme, created with the support of our founding partner 11th Hour 
Racing, with whom The Ocean Race has produced initiatives and programmes 
linked to learning, science, sustainable sports and ocean advocacy, including 
ocean rights.

The Ocean Race Foundation

Cabo Verde will be a Race stopover for the first time during the next edition of 
The Ocean Race. It will also be the host of The Ocean Race Summit, which is 
part of a series of high-level events to raise awareness and advance support 
towards Ocean Rights. National and international attendees will address ocean 
rights, marine protected areas, sustainability & sport, sustainable finance, 
ocean literacy and finance. 
Our first The Ocean Race Summit of the 2023 series will also showcase best 
practices implemented for the ocean and marine life by local NGOs and 
community-based ocean conservation projects.

M I N D E L O ,  C A B O  V E R D E  
- first Summit of the 2023 series

Earth Law Center side event “Restoring our Relationship 
with Keystone Species” to emphasise the urgency for 
protecting them 
The Ocean Race will participate at a side event at the upcoming COP15 in 
Montreal, Canada, where governments from around the world will come 
together to agree on a new set of goals to guide global action through 2030 
to halt and reverse nature loss. The event will emphasise the urgency for 
protecting keystone species and their vital roles in ecosystems and in climate 
mitigation and adaptation. In particular, The Ocean Race will highlight how 
climate is interconnected to ocean health and keystone species within and 
how recognizing ocean rights could be part of the holistic approach needed.

The Ocean Race at the UN 
Biodiversity Conference (COP 15)

Not signed our petition in support of ocean rights 
yet? Click here to add your name now!
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