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Thirty-two years ago I got lucky and sailed 
around the world competing in The Ocean 

Race with a crew of 15 people. It changed 
my life for the better and helped me forge a 
special bond with the ocean. I care for the 
ocean, I respect the ocean. And, crucially, the 
experience helped me understand that the 
ocean is the planet’s number one life support 
system.

But we all know that there are major issues in 
the ocean. Our sailors have witnessed first-hand 
the lack of control on the high seas. Like sport, 
we need a fair rule book for the ocean. We need 
sharper governance and management to allow 
the ocean to thrive and to facilitate a sustainable 
blue economy for the future of our children.

Our series of The Ocean Race Summits has 
been developed in collaboration with 11th 
Hour Racing, a Premier Partner of The Ocean 
Race and Founding Partner of the Racing 
with Purpose sustainability programme, who 
we share a vision with to strive for a healthy 
ocean. The series provides us with a platform 
for informing the principles of a Universal 
Declaration of Ocean Rights – a rule book for our 
engagement with the ocean. And by working 
together, as a team, we can create a paradigm 
shift for ocean conservation.

We are privileged to be connected with 
the ocean and it is our responsibility to be 
ocean guardians who help to change what is 
happening; step up for the rights of the ocean 
and, ultimately, secure fair play for the ocean.

Richard Brisius,  
Chairman, The Ocean Race

We are joining The Ocean Race in its 
efforts to achieve improved policies 

to tackle the pressing issue of our time – 
the future of the beating blue heart of our 
planet. The call for more proactive and 
effective conservation of our ocean has 
never been louder and more urgent.

Danny Faure, Former President of the 
Republic of Seychelles and Founder of  
the Danny Faure Foundation

I love the definition of The Ocean Race; the 
world’s toughest sailing event where the 

elite of the sailing profession battle it out 
on the most treacherous oceans. But for me 
the most important thing is that through 
this toughest test the teams pull together. 
Here, I am reminded of the great Jomo 
Kenyatta whose motto was ‘Harambee’, 
which means ‘let’s pull together.’ And that’s 
what it’s all about – pulling together so that 
we can ensure our existence.

Wavel Ramkalawan, President of  
the Republic of Seychelles
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The Ocean Race Summits bring together the unique perspectives 
of sailors and the world’s key decision-makers to drive solutions 
and commitments to tackle the issues facing our seas.

Our current series of 12 Summits, taking place across 2019–2023, is 
helping to drive new and improved policies around the major issues 
affecting the ocean: lack of governance, lack of protection, and 
climate change. The outcome will be a catalogue of draft proposals 
presented in conjunction with the United Nations General Assembly  
in September 2023. 

The Ocean Race Summit Seychelles is the fifth in the series which 
started in Genova, Italy (September 2019), with subsequent editions 
in The Hague, Netherlands (May 2020), Newport Rhode Island USA 
(September 2020) and The Ocean Race Summits Europe (June 2021),  
in between.

Developed in collaboration with 11th Hour Racing, a Premier Partner 
of The Ocean Race and Founding Partner of the Racing with Purpose 
sustainability programme, and Ulysse Nardin, our Time to Act Partner, 
the series will conclude as the 2022–23 edition of The Ocean Race 
draws to a close.

Ocean rights, governance 
& sustainable economic 

opportunities

Ocean rights, 
relationships, values 

& protection

THE OCEAN RACE SUMMIT  
SEYCHELLES KEY TOPICS EXPLORED

THE SUMMIT IN NUMBERS

Commonwealth  
of Nations  

and the ocean

Seychelles is part of the 
Commonwealth of Nations, 
a political association of 54 

countries, many of which are 
island nations facing similar 
challenges when it comes to 

ocean health, protection  
and governance.

54 nations  
with 2.5bn people across six 

continents and five ocean basins

47 member states 
have a coastline, 32 are small 

states, 25 are small island 
developing states – 96% of their 

territory, on average is ocean,  
with only 4% land

46 countries 
have joined Commonwealth  
Blue Charter action groups 

focused on 10 action areas on 
sustainable ocean development 

and conservation

Solutions for ocean protection have to be equitable for all  
stakeholders when defining policy

There need to be clear milestones and a phased approach

Messages about marine protection and rights need to elicit an 
emotional response to strengthen the connections between  
humans and the ocean

Art, music and culture can help to provide an emotional connection 
with the ocean

All stakeholders should feel connected and be given the 
opportunities to be responsible for the ocean, including women  
and youth

Collaboration on ocean exploration can help us understand  
and value it

ABOUT THE 
OCEAN RACE 
SUMMITS
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21
speakers from 8 
different nations

of mangroves 
protected by 

Seychelles

100%
of Seychelles ocean 
30%

of Seychelles 
landmass 

50%
under 

conservation

under 
conservation
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SUMMIT SPEAKERS

“In the beautiful Republic of 
Seychelles, we heard from 
world leaders, ministers, 
sailors, scientists, ocean 
advocates and young 
ambassadors with shared 
core values and a mutual 
motivation to help secure 
the future of our incredible 
blue planet.”

“The ocean sustains life  
on Earth, but remains the 
most undervalued, under-
researched and recklessly 
exploited natural wonder 
of the planet.” 

“What happens in 
whichever part of the 
world concerns every one 
of us. When we look at the 
ocean, it’s not the Indian 
Ocean, it’s the  
one ocean.”

“Our relationship with  
the marine environment 
can no longer be 
extractive or parasitic.  
We must work just as  
hard for our oceans as 
they work for us.”

Abby Ehler  
Offshore Sailor and 

Founder & Director of 
the Magenta Project

Dr. Harriet Harden-Davies    
Post-doctoral fellow at the Australian 
National Centre for Ocean Resources 
& Security (ANCORS) at the University 

of Wollongong, Australia

Dr. Philippe Michaud  
Consultant to the 

Minister of Fisheries and 
the Blue Economy

Kristina Gjerde  
Advisory Board Member at  

Schmidt Ocean Institute & Senior 
High Seas Advisor to IUCN’s Global 

Marine and Polar Programme

Lehua Kamalu   
Apprentice Navigator  
Polynesian Voyaging  

Society

Gabriella Gonthier  
Senior Monitoring & Evaluation 

Officer, Ministry of Fisheries and  
the Blue Economy, Republic  

of Seychelles

Sophie Morgan  
Senior Policy Analyst for Water and 
Climate Change, Dept. of Climate 

Change and Environment, Seychelles

Danny Faure    
Former President  
of the Republic  
of Seychelles

Ronald Jumeau   
Former Minister and Former 
Ambassador of the Republic  

of Seychelles

Peter Thomson  
UNSG’s Special Envoy 

for the Ocean

Didier Dogley    
Former Minister of  

the Republic of Seychelles 
and Consultant

Richard Brisius    
Race Chairman of  
The Ocean Race

Helena Sims    
Project Manager for the  

Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) 
Initiative of Seychelles

Danni  
Washington   
Host

The Right Honourable 
Patricia Scotland, QC   
Secretary General  
of the Commonwealth 
of Nations

Wavel 
Ramkalawan   
President of  
the Republic  
of Seychelles

The Honourable Mia 
Amor Mottley, QC    
Prime Minister  
of BarbadosOliver Steeds   

Founder and CEO  
of Nekton

Chrissant Barbe   
Principal Policy Analyst, Department 

of Blue Economy of Fisheries and 
Blue Economy Seychelles

Sheena Talma   
Science & Knowledge 
Exchange Programme 

Manager, Nekton

Nainoa 
Thompson  
President of 
Polynesian 

Voyaging Society



OCEAN RIGHTS, GOVERNANCE  
& SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES
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According to Barbe, the Principal Policy Analyst, Department of Blue 
Economy of Fisheries and Blue Economy Seychelles, the Seychelles 
Blue Economy Strategy is being built on the foundation of the Marine 
Spatial Plan, and has three pillars:

■ Economic diversification and the sharing of prosperity, with the   
 enhancement or reinforcement of the fisheries, tourism and port  
 sectors a priority

■ Social development, the creation of more job opportunities and   
 entrepreneurship opportunities, as well as increased capacity   
 for training and food security

■ Preservation and conservation

“The Marine Spatial Plan is a stakeholder driven process,” Sims,  
the Project Manager for the Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) Initiative  
of Seychelles, added. “We’ve had engagement from representatives 
from over 11 marine sectors in Seychelles, including civil society.

“Everyone in Seychelles had a voice and was welcome to participate 
in the process, and we’ve had over 200 meetings to agree not only 
the areas to be protected, but also the conditions, the management 
conditions and the allowable activities in these areas to ensure we  
have compliance.”

“Everyone in Seychelles 
had a voice and was 
welcome to participate  
in the process”
Helena Sims

Helena Sims and Chrissant Barbe explained how the Seychelles Marine 
Spatial Plan was established to support the planning and management  
of the nation’s waters in a sustainable and long-term way, which 
prioritises its health and conservation.

Launched in 2014, the Seychelles Marine Spatial Plan was the world’s 
first instance of debt restructuring for ocean conservation and climate 
adaptation. It is being led by the government of Seychelles, facilitated  
by the Nature Conservancy and has three specific objectives:

To identify 30% 
of the exclusive 

economic zone for 
marine protection

To address  
climate change 

adaptation

To push  
forward the Blue 

Economy Strategy  
of Seychelles

During The Ocean Race Summit Seychelles, we explored how 
our global community can utilise marine spatial planning to uplift 
ocean rights. We also addressed key questions:

■ Does good governance and protection enable ocean rights?

■ How does good governance support the restoration of  
 ocean health, help facilitate a thriving blue economy  
 and better prepare us all for the inclement impacts of   
 climate change?
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“We want to connect 
science to belief systems.” 
Oliver Steeds

The importance of stakeholder engagement and a collaborative 
process was emphasised throughout the Summit.

Ronald Jumeau, a former Ambassador of the Republic of Seychelles, 
stressed that while there was consistent “political will from the top”, 
with “three successive presidents” getting behind ocean protection, 
more needed to be done to improve the understanding and support 
of everyday people.

“The Marine Spatial Plan was five years of consultation and still you 
had people who said they weren’t asked,” he said. “And that’s in a 
country of 98,000 people. It’s making sure all the dots are connected.”

Sophie Morgan and Oliver Steeds agreed that effective communication 
and engagement was key to helping people identify the importance 
ocean rights and governance have on the economic prosperity of their 
nation and, ultimately, their own lives.

Morgan, a Senior Policy Analyst for Water and Climate Change, Dept. 
of Climate Change and Environment, Seychelles, said that it does 
not matter if it’s government, the private sector or NGOs taking the 
lead, but messages need to be defined to “get everyone on board” 
because if people “have a say” they start to care and take ownership 
of the issue.

Nekton founder and chief executive Steeds put forward the argument 
that world religions and faiths could be a powerful medium to bring 
the plight of the ocean, and ways people could support ocean rights, 
to a large number of people.

“85% of the world subscribes to a belief system,” he explained.  
“So where are heads of those belief systems standing up, mobilising 
people in a profound way? We don’t want to just connect science  
to policy, but connect science to belief systems.”

More than anything, Steeds warned against “parachute scientists” 
coming from abroad to take data before exiting. To keep local interest 
in the ocean rights and governance process, programmes have to 
be “co-defined” with the host population, with data and specimens 
generated from scientific initiatives owned by the country of origin.

As the Seychelles Marine Spatial Plan moves into its next phase,  
Didier Dogley, former Minister of the Republic of Seychelles, remarked 
that consultation and the “participatory process” are particularly 
crucial in bringing people along and helping to “take the whole 
process forward”.

The map is in place, said Gabriella Gonthier, to give the ocean “more 
than just a voice, but a platform”.

“We have given the ocean authority and its identity,” added the  
Senior Monitoring & Evaluation Officer, Ministry of Fisheries and the 
Blue Economy, Republic of Seychelles. “Seychelles is at the cutting 
edge and this is why we are champions of the blue economy.”

 Solutions have to be owner-invested 

 Ensure equity to all stakeholders when defining policy 

 Have clear milestones and a phased approach 

 Regional ocean policy and governance is the next step

Ronald Jumeau Gabriella Gonthier 

KEY LEARNINGS



OCEAN RIGHTS, RELATIONSHIPS,  
VALUES & PROTECTIONS
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“The practice of navigation 
really demands that you 
are in tune with what’s 
going on with the natural 
world.”  
Lehua Kamalu

 “We recognise the 
stakeholders we bring 
to the table should be as 
diverse as the oceans we 
seek to protect.”   
Mia Mottley

■ FEMALE LEADERSHIP

Gabriella Gonthier, Senior Monitoring & Evaluation Officer, Ministry  
of Fisheries and the Blue Economy, Republic of Seychelles, stressed  
that while the maritime industry is generally male-dominated, that is  
not the case in Seychelles where women and young people are part  
of the conversation when it comes to governance and protection of  
the ocean.

“Slowly but surely we’re bridging gaps, not just with policy but with  
science,” she said.

In 2019, World Economic Forum put forward the argument that gender 
inequality should have a place within SDG14, the UN Sustainable  
Development Goal created to conserve and sustain the world’s ocean.

While women and girls are being equally impacted by ocean degradation – 
and the related economic, social and environmental consequences –  
as their male counterparts, they are rarely given an opportunity to help  
address it, by playing a part in policy-making and ocean governance.

During the Summit, Helena Sims explained that female leadership in  
ocean conservation is “very important” and that Seychelles “shines in  
that department”, through the provision of its eco-schools programme  
and with environmental concerns enshrined in the constitution.

“Every person in the country has a role to play,” she said.

Re-establishing our connection with the ocean soon is critical, said former 
President of the Republic of Seychelles, Danny Faure, as we’re “running out  
of time”. Indeed, the connection between ocean health and people’s 
everyday lives is so strong that if nothing is done to protect ocean rights, 
“Seychelles risks losing everything…our livelihoods, our homes and our  
hope for a safer, more just and sustainable future for our children and theirs”.

“If you save the islands you save everybody. It’s as simple and complicated  
as that,” said Ronald Jumeau, reflecting on the impact of climate change  
and the interconnectedness of the situation globally.

“If the islands go we’re not going to go alone. Every port city in  
the world – New York, Miami, you name it – you will all follow us.”

To gain a better understanding of ocean life and how it is responding to 
human activities, it needs to be explored responsibly.

The Polynesian Voyaging Society has embraced this concept  
by perpetuating the art and science of Polynesian wayfinding  
as a way to help people get back in tune with the natural world  
around them. 

“The practice of navigation really demands that you are in tune  
with what’s going on with the natural world around you,” explains 
Lehua Kamalu, Apprentice Navigator Polynesian Voyaging Society.  
“It encourages everyone to study how systems work, how the weather 
is behaving, what’s going on in the ocean, animal life, the skies above 
and the celestial sphere.”

Nainoa Thompson, President of Polynesian Voyaging Society, added: 
“I would best describe us as part of a movement of voyaging canoes 
that are rediscovering the heritage and beginning to understand 
how incredible their ancestors were, because they were the greatest 
navigators on the face of the Earth.”

Truly valuing and understanding our relationship with nature is 
vital for survival. As well as looking at the economic opportunities 
presented by stronger ocean governance, the Summit explored 
the lessons that modern society can learn from the past in order 
to restore our future relationship with nature. In this part of  
The Ocean Race Summit Seychelles, we focused on:

■ Female leadership in the ocean sphere and how it is  
 helping to create the balance needed to accelerate  
 ocean restoration

■ How ocean rights are represented in ocean exploration, 
 the blue economy and climate change

Sophie Morgan 

Since being  
established 

the Society has  
sailed almost

spreading its vision of ‘Malama  
Honoa’ – care, protection and  
conservation of the Earth for  
many generations to come.

47  
years ago

300,000
miles
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“If you save the islands  
you save everybody. It’s  
as simple and complicated 
as that.”  
Ronald Jumeau

Kristina Gjerde, Advisory Board Member at Schmidt Ocean Institute, 
explained how the Institute was aiming to foster international ocean 
exploration collaboration to answer important questions related to 
ocean management and governance.

Bringing together vessels, technologies, cameras and scientists to 
facilitate a “grand exploration adventure” could bring humans closer 
to the deep ocean so that we can “understand it and value it”, added 
Gjerde, who is also Senior High Seas Advisor to IUCN’s Global Marine 
and Polar Programme.

Gjerde is currently involved in negotiations at the United Nations  
for an internationally legally-binding agreement, called the BBNJ 
agreement for Marine Biodiversity Beyond Areas of National 
Jurisdiction, to develop a collaborative process to establishing  
marine protected areas.

“Historically, the relationship between states and the international 
area of the ocean has been more on the right to use and less on  
the responsibility to conserve for future generations,” added  
Dr. Harriet Harden-Davies, Post-doctoral fellow at the Australian 
National Centre for Ocean Resources & Security (ANCORS) at the 
University of Wollongong, Australia. “That’s where the opportunity  
for this UN treaty lies.”

BBNJ agreement for Marine Biodiversity Beyond  
Areas of National Jurisdiction has two aims:

Messages about marine protection and rights need to 
be emotional to strengthen the connections between 
humans and the ocean

Art, music and culture can provide that emotional 
connection

All stakeholders should feel connected and be given  
the opportunities to be responsible for the ocean, 
including women and youth

Collaboration on ocean exploration can help us 
understand and value it

Develop ocean law 
with diverse voices  

at the table

Focus on the reciprocal 
relationship between 
people and the ocean
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“By giving the ocean 
rights we can help to 
shift mindsets, so that 
it is no longer seen as 
a resource to use and 
exploit and instead a 
vital, complex system 
that fuels all life  
on the planet.” 

Richard Brisius,  
Race Chairman, The Ocean Race

“We need to look 
at the ocean as a 
living being with an 
inherent right to exist 
just as humans do. 
What does the ocean 
need to be healthy 
and thriving?”  

Michelle Bender, Ocean Campaigns 
Director, Earth Law Center

”Without nature 
there are no people, 
but there are no legal 
frameworks like the 
one we are putting 
forward, that have 
nature’s interests  
at heart.”  

Mumta Ito, Founder of Nature’s 
Rights 

Shortly after The Ocean Race Summit Seychelles, experts in 
international law, diplomacy, ocean science and sport convened  
in Genova, Italy, to kick off the process for drafting principles that 
would be part of the proposed Declaration.

Ahead of and during the workshop, which was organised by The 
Ocean Race, Seychelles, the city of Genova and Juan Diego Vásquez 
Gutiérrez, a Panamanian lawyer and politician who is currently deputy 
in the National Assembly, all committed to support upholding the 
inherent rights of the ocean.

In September 2023, the draft principles for a Universal Declaration  
of Ocean Rights will be presented in conjunction with the United 
Nations General Assembly to its member countries with the aim of 
getting support.

If the concept is agreed, the Declaration would be written with the 
input from countries across the world in a collective effort.

After each Summit, including this one in Seychelles, a workshop  
will be hosted to analyse the outcomes of each event and to  
draft principles that could be included in a potential Declaration.  
The inaugural workshop took place in Genova, which will host  
the grand finale of The Ocean Race in June 2023.

The first session in the “Genova Process” explored how a Declaration 
could be achieved and drew on examples of how Seychelles has 
successfully integrated ocean protection in policy, while at the  
same time balancing the need for development.

One of the main objectives of The Ocean Race Summits is  
to use the learnings, expertise and experience as a platform  
for the creation of a Universal Declaration of Ocean Rights,  
a global rulebook for governing the ocean to ensure it is  
properly protected.
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