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Watch the interview here

“We need to work today for 
the ocean we want tomorrow.”  

-Peter Thomson-

About The Ocean Race Summits

Inspired by the winning spirit of ocean racing, The 
Ocean Race Summits are a global series of events 
bringing change-makers together to create winning 
strategies to help restore ocean health.

The Ocean Race Summits have been developed in 
collaboration with 11th Hour Racing, an organization 
that establishes strategic partnerships to promote 
collaborative, systemic change benefitting the health 
of the ocean. 

The current series of Summits started in Genoa, Italy 
in the autumn of 2019, with a second online and virtual 
event based out of The Hague in May 2020, followed 
by the Newport, RI Summit on 16th September 2020. 
Up to 9 more events will be held before the conclusion 
of the next edition of The Ocean Race in 2023.

“SDG14 is the universally agreed goal humanity has. All 
of our Governments have agreed to that, to conserve 
and sustainably use the ocean’s resources. So we must 
stay faithful to implementing this and as long as we’re 
doing it, I think we’re on course for the targets as 

they mature in 2020. And that’s why we’re putting so 
much emphasis on the fact that momentum must be 
maintained. Tens of thousands of people are working on 
ocean action around the world, and it’s an opportunity 
to applaud them. But I think they would agree with me 
that we’ve got a really mixed bag in terms of meeting 
those targets. We need to work today for the ocean 
we want tomorrow.”

Peter Thomson - United Nations Secretary General’s 
Special Envoy for the Ocean 
The Ocean Race Summits #2 in The Hague May 2020

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HdOLey7ODrg&feature=youtu.be
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Watch the interview here

“The future of our seas could after the 
crisis be quickly forgotten if we go back 
to the same patterns as before. That is 
why we need to take advantage of the 
situation and do a concerted effort for 
the oceans without delay. Therefore I 
am delighted to give my support to this 
excellent idea of The Ocean Race as I 
believe this initiative is one that will help 
accelerate and facilitate change.” 

H.S.H. Prince Albert II of Monaco
The Ocean Race Summits #2 in Hague May 
2020

SDG 14 - Life below 
water is UN’s Sustainable 
Development Goal on how 
to conserve and sustainably 
use the oceans, seas and 
marine resources.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YKKql4yxt9U&feature=youtu.be
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals/goal-14-life-below-water.html
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals/goal-14-life-below-water.html
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How do we achieve a healthy ocean that benefits 
all of us? How do we build back back better, and 
promote resilient, thriving, environmentally-conscious 
economies and communities to live in harmony with 
our planet? The Ocean Race Summits # 3 in Newport, 
RI, USA, brought together international leaders and 
change-makers to focus on the critical issues related 
to the restoration of ocean health.

Danni Washington, Marine biologist, TV host and 
science communicator, hosted the event live from 
the Sail Newport facility in Newport, Rhode Island. 
Joining her was Liz Bonnin, science, natural history 
and environmental broadcaster, and Niall Myant-Best 
with experience from broadcasting of big international 
sporting events.

The innovative and engaging online platform enabled 
the lively line-up of panelists and speakers to share and 
develop solutions. With eight collaborative Action Labs, 
as well as Live Q+A and Networking sessions moderated 
by youth leaders and young ocean ambassadors, more 
than 485 participants from 38 countries joined in on 
the conversation. 

Read more about the hosts and the speakers here.

THE OCEAN 
RACE 
SUMMITS #3

Newport, an historic and iconic sailing 
venue, hosted the last two editions of 

The Ocean Race.

https://www.theoceanracesummits.com/participants.html
https://www.theoceanracesummits.com/participants.html
https://www.theoceanracesummits.com/participants.html
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We asked our participants how to 
make a positive impact. The answers, 
via Slido, pointed to collaboration and 
engagement.
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The Ocean Race is the greatest round-the-world 
challenge in yacht racing and renowned for putting 
the teams at test. Since 1973 winning the race has been 
an obsession for many of the best sailors in the world. 
Teams are built to find every advantage possible in a 
pure pursuit of excellence.

Here we listened to the elite athletes from early 
and recent editions of The Ocean Race, who have 
witnessed the health of the ocean. Team leaders 
and representatives of sports psychology were also 
involved to discuss how the experience of taking on 
challenges, teamwork and a winning mindset can be 
applied to tackle the race of restoring ocean health.

SESSION 1
WE’RE ALL 
IN THIS 
TOGETHER
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Richard Brisius
Race Chairman, The Ocean Race
“Our dream is to have an ocean as healthy and 
abundant as it once was.”

In 1973 there were twice as many fish in the ocean and 
only 1% of the plastic that we currently see.

“I think a great, great start is to deliver on SDG 14. It’s 
a worthy, wonderful challenge. To do this, we have 
to work in networks, and as individuals, and we have 
to do the right thing. We can’t stop doing the right 
thing. And you may never know what results come 
from your individual actions, but sure enough, if you 
do nothing, there will be no results. And I truly believe 
that by doing this, we will see over the coming years 
a growing number of marine protected areas. We will 
see ocean literacy improve in all age groups, and ocean 
science will deliver new, valuable, sharp insights that 
will improve things for the planet.”

SESSION 1
SPEAKERS 
& QUOTES
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Enrique Carlin Larios
Sayula II Sailor, 
Winner of the Whitbread Round 
The World Race 1973
Shared his life lessons on determination and leadership. 

“I wanted to leave the race in Cape Town. But my 
father told me, whatever you begin, you must finish.” 

“Because you take care of people, they take care 
of you.”

On his father as a great leader: 

“My father was amazing because he empowered the 
crew members. He liked to have order on the boat 
and he was there to remind us. He was a very loving 
captain. He gave us warm meals and a little bit of wine 
every day just to be tranquil. Very nice.”

Watch the Enrique Carlin Larios interviewRacing with Purpose - a catalyst for positive action
“Racing with Purpose, that’s the name of our ocean 
programme, and we have this standing on three 
pillars. One is to create awareness. The second is to 
gather science data from the ocean and, during the 
race, the boats have science equipment on board. 
And we go where no one goes and gather data, 
which is wonderful news for many scientists across 
the world. And thirdly, we educate youth and we 
educate many others about our oceans.” 
-Richard Brisius-

Watch the Richard Brisius interview

SDG14 Life Below Water
Conserve & sustainably 
use the ocean and marine 
resources for sustainable 
development. 
Read more here

https://youtu.be/v-Gmoyanhgs
https://youtu.be/2k1Rd-uKCQk
https://www.unenvironment.org/explore-topics/sustainable-development-goals/why-do-sustainable-development-goals-matter/goal-14
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Dr. Margaret Ottley
Professor of Sport and Exercise 
Psychology, West Chester 
University (WCU), Pennsylvania
“Athletes actually have this reverence and respect and 
honour for what they do. The sport chooses them. 
And this is where they make a mark for themselves.”

“Athletes learn to carry that comfort zone, their cultural 
values, the core values that would also give them that 
courage and that strength to wear and face opponents 
or even persist in the face of failure. So it’s always 
getting inside of one’s strength and knowing that, 
that is the survival trust.” 

Watch the interview with Dr. Margaret Ottley

Ken Read - President of North Sails and 
EVP of North Technology Group who 
witnessed the state of the ocean while racing around 
the world, talked to Mark Towill and Peter Burling 
about their experiences, their missions and ambitions.

Mark Towill
CEO, 11th Hour Racing Team 
“One of our main missions is to demonstrate that being 
competitive in high level sport and really prioritizing 
sustainability aren’t mutually exclusive.” 

“Meaning making good decisions based on the impact 
we are having on the environment. We see a lot of 
opportunities with teams and events and the first 
step is education and we are sharing all material open 
source and want to lead by example in this way.”

Mark explained his wake up moment: “Sailing down 
the coast of India through the Malacca straits into Asia, 
big pieces of marine debris, all kinds of fishing nets 
intertwined, I felt a heavy weight and responsibility 
to do something about that.”

https://youtu.be/UPPN1LtkytI
https://11thhourracingteam.org/
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Peter Burling
Skipper of Emirates Team New 
Zealand, co-founder of Live Ocean 

How sport can make people turn to environmental 
issues. 

“We all need to listen to the science community and 
understand that there are a lot of things we can do 
to protect ocean areas. Why aren’t we following the 
facts that the science community lays out to us?”

“This is the problem with sliding baselines - we look 
at something the year before, and the next year it 
doesn’t look that different. But if you actually take 
a big step back and talk to people who were there 
50 years ago, you see the big difference to where 
we are now, it’s pretty scary.”

Watch the replay of Ken’s talk with Mark and Peter

“The thing that scared me most 
was what I didn’t see. Talking to 
people who competed in the earlier 
editions of the race it became 
evident. The amount of wildlife 
they described that I couldn’t see.” 
-Peter Burling-

https://liveocean.com/
https://youtu.be/4PtJrRBaadM
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HOW CAN COLLABORATION 
CONTRIBUTE TO THE 
CAUSE?
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Anne-Cécile Turner
Sustainability Director, 
The Ocean Race
“During the last edition of the race, we managed to 
go beyond the traditional sponsorship categories and 
engage philanthropists. The first was Wendy Schmidt, 
the founding partner of our sustainability programme. 
We are also engaged with brands, institutions like UN 
environment and the Clean Seas programme, and the 
beauty of it is all that it has created.”

Collaboration examples:

- The Ocean Race’s collaboration with World Sailing. 

-  The creation of an education programme to inspire, 
engage and educate youth on the journey of restoring 
ocean health, by working with over 21 national 
authorities and two additional class associations.

“We are happy and delighted to announce our 
partnership with Ocean Unite today. We will join 
the Rise Up campaign. The campaign, with its six 
highlighted areas, is spot on in creating a movement 
to accelerate ocean health restoration. It truly 
responds to our vision!”

-Anne-Cécile Turner-

Watch the replay of the interviews on collaboration

Karen Sack 
President & CEO Ocean Unite

When setting up Ocean Unite, five and a half years ago 
they saw the need to connect all sectors of society 
and bring in business voices and leadership voices at 
key moments that matter to drive ocean conservation 
action. 

“We work closely with AXA in developing a multi-
stakeholder alliance which is focused on investing or 
driving investment of 500 million dollars into ocean 
natural capital by 2030. And there are governments, 
multilateral banks, insurers, NGOs, all involved in 
that initiative. And of course, over the last year or so, 
we’ve been working with our partners at Oceana AZUL 
Foundation and the Oak Foundation to build Rise Up, 
the prescription for ocean health for the next decade.”

RISE UP TO THE CHALLENGE
There are now over 300 different types of 
organisations that have signed up to Rise Up, 
including indigenous people’s groups, fish 
workers, small scale fishers, NGOs, philanthropies 
and businesses.

https://www.cleanseas.org/pledge
https://www.sailing.org/tools/documents/SustainabilityAgenda2030-[23247].pdf
https://youtu.be/GO5FZpBEgXM
https://www.oceanunite.org/
https://www.oceanunite.org/
https://youtu.be/4PtJrRBaadM
https://www.riseupfortheocean.org/
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Share the reverence for the ocean 
Get the sailors and all the athletes, who know how to 
pay deep respect for their arena, truly involved at the 
core of ocean health issues, to teach us reverence for 
the ocean. And let the ocean be our teacher.

“In going to the arena, with reverence, knowing that 
this is the place that dreams are made and records 
are broken. You become inside of that presence, one 
with nature and you know how to manipulate through 
it to still get to that podium with a certain kind of 
determination and courage.” 

Dr. Margaret Ottley

Make education open source and 
available to all 
Use our joint investments in ocean health education 
wisely by making material available open source, 
enabling sharing and encouraging others to join.  

Mark Towill “There’s a lot that can be done, and the 
first step is education. We are focused on being as 
open source as possible and hope that we can lead 
by example.”  

Embrace the road to change
Discomfort breeds change. Furiously disagreeing is 
not wrong… 

 “Change needs to make us feel uncomfortable and 
through that discomfort we can move forward.” 

-Karen Sack- 

Karen Sack: “You’ve got to develop the strategy and 
roll out those tactics, and you’ve got to recognise 
that the external environment is going to change all 
the time. But that is the way to drive forward and 
to make the kind of change in campaigning that we 
need to see.”

Use the power of diversity 

Enrique Carlin Larios on what made them win the first 
around the world race: “The team was a very diverse 
team with different backgrounds and countries. It 
was a mixed crew also because my mum and Yvonne 
Vanderbilt went into the first and the second leg. My 
father was very nice to balance the watches. So I think 
most of this was what made him make a good team 
to win the race.”

SESSION 1 
SOLUTIONS   The Ocean Race online learning 

resources has had an outreach of 
over 100,000 people in 52 countries 
with the Champions for the Sea 
Learning programme.

https://youtu.be/4PtJrRBaadM
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Karen Sack on bringing all sorts of people 
in the same room
“We need people who are members of the team who 
all come from different backgrounds. Just like on a 
yacht, you have a crew with different skill sets. So in a 
campaign, you need the policy wonks, the campaign 
specialists, the communications specialists and, of 
course, the devil’s advocate to question everything 
all the time.”

Break down silos – Collaborate for good
Karen Sack on successfully tackling the issue of illegal 
fishing by breaking down silos: “We brought people 
together who had worked on money laundering, illegal 
logging, the US Coast Guard, Interpol, and we thought 
about how we needed to change things.”

Anne-Cécile Turner “We have a legal system, we have 
a commercial system that is built on exclusivity and 
siloism. By building bridges and breaking down the 
silos, we can achieve change at scale and at the speed 
of the wind.”



What does it take to build a better world for all, inclusive 
of nature? How do we accelerate the restoring of ocean 
health using nature-based solutions and an integrated, 
holistic approach? These were the questions leaders 
of high impact projects discussed. 

SESSION 2
HOW DO 
WE BUILD 
A HEALTHY 
OCEAN 
FOR ALL?
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Jennifer Chapman 
Blue Ventures Country 
Manager in Belize

Blue Ventures addressed the impacts of overfishing in 
coastal communities in Madagascar - a conservation 
revolution:  

“Core to what happened in Madagascar was this 
recognition of the importance of community leadership. 
So instead of taking a top down approach, we worked 
with community leaders to identify a solution that 
worked within their current context. This very small 
area of reef was closed just for octopus and only for a 
short period of time. And octopus grow very quickly. 
So this led to an enormous increase in catch. And such 
success really spread like wildfire gossip all up the 
coastline. And it has since been replicated hundreds 
of times, not just in Madagascar, but also outside of 
Madagascar.”

SESSION 2
SPEAKERS 
& QUOTES

Michelle Bender
Ocean Rights Manager, 
Earth Law Center 

What about striving for economic growth?

“We cannot have infinite growth on a finite planet. 
And even the concept, sustainable growth, is based 
on human utility and benefit. But we know that, in fact, 
we cannot survive or realise our own human rights 
without a healthy environment to support them.” 

“We need a paradigm shift - to view our economic 
system as a subsystem and embedded within the 
earth, a larger ecosystem.”

“To implement the Rights 
of Nature approach, is 
to take a more holistic 
view, more precaution, 
looking at cumulative 
impacts, including future 
generations.”

Blue Ventures work with 
marine conservation in 
places where the ocean 
is vital to local cultures 
and economies. They are 
committed to protecting 
marine biodiversity in 
ways that benefit coastal 
people.

https://blueventures.org/
https://www.earthlawcenter.org/
https://therightsofnature.org/what-is-rights-of-nature/
https://therightsofnature.org/what-is-rights-of-nature/
https://blueventures.org/
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Fatou Ndoye
Deputy Director of 
the UN Environment 
Programme’s (UNEP) 
North America Office

What do we need to move away from?

“Our model needs to transform to a new one that 
addresses the issue of misalignment of policies and 
economic incentives. One that addresses unsustainable 
models of consumption and production globally. 
One that addresses the promotion of wasteful and 
short term use of natural resources with a total lack 
of accountability and responsibility for its negative 
consequences.”

Watch the replay of the session here

“UNEP’s Sustainable Blue Economy 
initiative is helping countries to 
develop and implement policies and 
strategies that ensure sustainable, 
equitable and efficient use of 
coastal and marine resources within 
their ecological limits.”

SESSION 2
SOLUTIONS

Work across borders and sectors
Work together with different disciplines and across all 
sectors of society. Transboundary challenges of marine 
protected areas, such as ecological connectivity issues, 
needs to be tackled with cross-border collaborations. 

Fatou Ndoye: “UNEP’s North America office has been 
working with Canada and Mexico and the U.S. to stand 
up a North American Marine Protected Area Network 
action plan. We have facilitated conversations with all 
three countries. And the network now has an action 
plan in the making that will allow managers to stay 
connected in a community of practice and agree on 
joint actions.”

Prove that taking nature’s rights into account 
is financially viable
Take away the resistance and the arguments against 
nature-based solutions by consistently proving that 
it doesn’t equal profit loss.

Michelle Bender: “The resistance to the nature 
based rights approach largely comes from the false 
assumption that rights of nature automatically means 
lost profit. That it is inconsistent with human rights. 
But that is not necessarily the case.” 

https://www.unenvironment.org/
https://youtu.be/jy_SmOxxHHU
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Use the power of local communities 
Work together with local communities to find the 
real examples. This is how we can create and scale 
new ways of working. In communities peer-to-peer 
learning is highly effective and good examples spread 
like wildfire gossip. Those are the examples that we 
should find.

Jennifer Chapman: “The science-based solution of 
protecting a very large area of ocean would really 
have not been appropriate in that context, because 
the people using those reefs depend on them for food 
security and for that fundamental livelihood and also 
for their culture.”

Reward sustainable and responsible action

“Flip the script so that doing an environmentally 
sustainable or a responsible action, that also has 
human benefits to coastal communities or to other 
local uses, is rewarded and not penalised, which I 
think the current system does.” 

-Jennifer Chapman-

Also meaning that there needs to be accountability and 
responsibility required for the negative consequences 
of wasteful and short term use of natural resources.



Technology is changing the world we live in today 
at a phenomenal pace. New smarter, faster, easier 
access to information, life saving, real time data that 
transforms the way we experience life. Together with 
the experts we explored how tech is applied to serve 
our blue planet by providing solutions to help restore 
ocean health. 

SESSION 3
TECH AND 
INNOVATION 
FOR THE 
OCEAN
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The live stream team moved down to the dock to 
meet with Charlie Enright and the youth behind Hack 
for Global Good alongside the 11th Hour Racing Team 
IMOCA yacht.

Charlie Enright
Skipper & Co-founder of 
11th Hour Racing Team

“We have different types of equipment on board that 
we use to collect ocean health data. The first is an 
ocean race pack system that we use to collect water 
as we go. It measures salinity, sea surface temperatures 
and CO2. During the last trip around the world we 
also deployed a drifter buoy, which is still out there 
collecting data.”

Cortlandt Meyerson 
& Ben Pogacar 
Co-founders of Hack for 
Global Good

The Hack for Global Good is a hackathon event where 
students come together to solve an issue. 

“We have four goals: bring together high school 
students from different backgrounds and different 
schools, give them a chance to be in a professional 
setting, have fun and to do some good for the world.” 
-Cortlandt Meyerson-

“We went to an eco-friendly elementary school and 
every year we would learn about the environment and 
do projects that showed our knowledge. We were 
able to get a good background. As we grew up it 
just became natural for us that you do more for the 
environment to help society and the world.”

-Ben Pogacar-The 2017-18 edition of The Ocean Race achieved some 
significant firsts for science and ocean observation from 
onboard the racing boats and was the inspiration for 
some of the IMOCA sailors’ commitments to supporting 
science onboard.  Watch here how technology was 
applied.

The Ocean Race Science programme continues to drive 
advancements to optimise data collection from the 
boats. During their recent transatlantic the 11th Hour 
Racing Team trialled the latest generation technical 
equipment and for the first time data was streamed in 
real-time from their boat.

https://youtu.be/FWNXO2neMRo
https://youtu.be/FWNXO2neMRo
https://www.theoceanrace.com/en/sustainability/science-programme.html
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SESSION 3
BLUE TECH 
SOLUTIONS

Lucia Caito
Chair of Hack for 
Global Good 2020

“I am really hoping for Hack for Global Good to continue 
to bring together like minded people, people who 
share the same ambition and the hope that we can 
really change the world.”

We met the people behind the tech development 
who showed us some reassuring examples  - there is 
action and solutions out there!

Borrow technologies from other industries
Critically endangered North Atlantic Right Whale 
populations have been rapidly declining since 2010, 
slipping towards extinction. 

Dr. Mark Baumgartner - Senior Scientist, Biology 
Department, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution: 
“There are two major issues: the whales get hit by 
ships or entangled in fishing nets. They rarely die a 
natural death.”

Most of the entanglements of whales happen in buoy 
lines going up to the surface, therefore these need 
to be removed.

“We need to replace the functions of the buoy lines 
to be able retrieve the gear and mark the location 
of the gear. Therefore we are borrowing technology 
from the oceanographic community and the marine 
industry.” Mark Baumgartner  

Ropeless fishing gear stop entanglements to help 
fishermen to continue fishing and whale populations 
to stay healthy.  

Check out what these inspiring 
students have been up to with the 
Hack for Global Good

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/species/north-atlantic-right-whale
https://www.clf.org/blog/ropeless-fishing-gear-right-whales/
https://hackforglobalgood.org/
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Regenerative Ocean Farming (TechVertical Farming) 
in the interface of blue tech and food tech

Bren Smith - Greenwave - is a former fisherman that 
became a regenerative ocean farmer in the time of 
climate change. He rebuilds reefs and recreates jobs 
for local communities with the goal to train 10,000 
farmers over the next 10 years.

“I work with a mix of regenerative species underwater 
that can capture carbon, nitrogen and rebuild local 
reefs whilst also creating jobs for local communities 
and grow an incredible amount of food.”

Visualising ocean science for all 
Dan Novy - MIT- Media Lab - LILLI - Laser Light 
Installation:
“We believe that data can be informative and beautiful. 
With immersive data experiences we reach viewers 
emotionally as well as intellectually.” 

Researching the seabed in a minimal invasive way
Kersey Sturdivant - Inspire Environmental -  Worms 
Eye View, SPi (Sediment Profile Imaging) Camera:
“This camera can measure the health of the seafloor, 
peak beneath the seafloor, observe dynamic world 
complexity and diversity. Since most of the seafloor 
cannot be reached by divers, the camera overcomes 
the fragility of humans.”

Getting real time data on whale movements

Robots4Whales
Genevieve Davis - NOAA: 
“These mobile gliders or marked buoys detect and 
record whale sounds 24/7. Real time data is reported 
on a website so that certain areas can use info to 
pause harmful activities to help protect endangered 
species.”

Making exploration of the deep ocean more accessible 
DEEPi - deep water camera
Brennan Phillips - University of Rhode Island + Juice 
Robotics:
“3D printed deep water cameras and equipment are 
cheaper, smaller and lighter and they can go thousands 
of meters deep.” 

Understanding the biological carbon pump

Minions - Mini isopicol Cameras
Melissa Omand - Assistant professor of oceanography, 
University of Rhode Island: 
“The minion is a sensor platform that sinks to the dark 
portion of the ocean, hundreds of meters below the 
surface. While drifting it snaps photos of marine snow 
and measures oxygen and temperature changes. It 
then transmits its data through satellite.”  

This captured data helps us to understand how carbon 
moves and is transformed through the deep ocean.
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Reminding us that the ocean trash issue starts 
on land

Marine trash skimmer
Dave McLaughlin - Executive director & co-founder - 
Clean Ocean Access: 
“This captures and removes litter as a last line of 
defence for improving ocean health. It processes over 
350,000 gallons of water per day. It also activates and 
inspires the community that improving ocean health 
starts on land.”

Measuring the greenhouse gases 
Anna Michel - associate scientist, applied ocean 
physics and engineering, Woods Hole Oceanographic 
Institution:
“Laser based sensors measure methane and carbon 
dioxide that are dissolved in seawater. This is important 
since they have a direct impact on climate change.” 

Mapping icebergs to measure melting 
Unmanned surface vehicles and ice cameras measures 
the icebergs at a very close range

Mingxi Zhou - Assistant professor, graduate school of 
oceanography, University of Rhode Island:

“This is critical to the knowledge of iceberg melting, 
that impacts the global climate and the sea level rise.”

Watch all the blue tech solutions described here

https://youtu.be/PM30S09Drzs


Relaunching ocean science
To restore ocean health, we need to understand and act on the science 
we have, but how do we motivate the masses? With the countdown 
to the Decade of Ocean Science 2021-2030, how can we make these 
communications meaningful for a wide audience? How do we make the 
invisible visible and relaunch ocean science? In the dialogue with two 
prominent science communicators, they elaborated around some of the 
most effective tactics being used to create positive action for the ocean.

SESSION 4
THE COMMUNICATIONS GAP 
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SESSION 4
SPEAKERS 
& QUOTES

Dr. Carlie Wiener
Director of Communications & 
Engagement Strategy, 
Schmidt Ocean Institute
What can we learn from space communications?
“Space has a stronger firm hold in pop culture in terms
of futuristic thinking and technology. It also has a 
unified aspect to it in that it’s exploration for discovery.”

“The ocean has many, many issues, whether it’s 
plastic pollution or climate change. This disjointed 
communication about the ocean in abstract ways 
make these problems seem long term, and also really 
contribute to some of this confusion.”

Philippe Cousteau
Multi Emmy-Nominated TV host 
and producer, award winning 
author and co-founder of 
Earth Echo International

Putting things in perspective 
“When my grandfather, 76 years ago, co-invented scuba 
diving, the images that we take for granted today; 
coral reefs and sharks and whales, were unknown to 
people. All we knew about the ocean was what we 
dumped in the trash, what we pulled out in seafood. 
And when my grandfather started, there were half a 
dozen channels on television. So your audience came 
to you.”

Reaching the audience of today
“Today we need to be much savvier and recognize 
we have to go to our audience. So we need to be 
thinking about a much broader spectrum of education 
and PR communications. We need to be on scripted 
television. We need to be in animated and leveraging 
technology like virtual reality, not just your natural 
history documentaries, which isn’t enough anymore. So 
you’d be thinking bigger, broader and more diverse.”

Watch the replay of the session

https://schmidtocean.org/
https://schmidtocean.org/
https://youtu.be/_AntJAE-rPM
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Make ocean health relevant for people

Help people understand the issue - why is ocean 
health important to them, how does it affect them? 

Philippe Cousteau: “When I go into audiences around 
the world I’ll often ask people what image they think 
of when they think of things like climate change? And 
the response overwhelmingly is polar bears.”

“I believe that we need to be thinking more about 
how we build relevance around these issues. People 
relate to people. And so understanding these world 
leaders that when we talk about ocean conservation, 
we’re talking about climate change…”

“We should be talking less about polar bears and more 
about how this is impacting people and impacting 
people’s lives. Not in the future. But right now.”

Gather around unified messages and educate

To lessen the confusion of what is important, make it 
simpler for the audience to grasp the issue and take 
action. Also to get as much as possible out of the 
investment in education and communication.

“This highlights the importance for some of those 
unified messages and why these campaigns that 
we have coming up, decadal campaigns like the UN 
Decade for Ocean Science, Seabed 2030 and 30 by 
30, are so important in creating that unified message 
for the ocean.” 
-Carlie Wiener-

Use new creative ways to reach a broader audience 

Work outside of traditional structures, through 
visualisation, technology and the arts, bringing 
together storytellers and creative ways of presenting 
the ocean to new target groups. 

Philippe Cousteau: “Natural history documentaries 
aren’t enough anymore. So you’d be thinking bigger, 
broader and more diverse. With respect to how we 
reach audiences.”

Carlie Wiener: “If we can get the ocean into the pop 
culture realm and reach unintended audiences through 
entertainment or literature or film, we are able to draw 
in people to issues of sustainability and make them 
understand how critical the oceans are.”

SESSION 4
SOLUTIONS

The Schmidt Ocean Institute Artist 
at Sea programme unites artists and 
scientists together out at sea and 
cross-fertilises these disciplines to 
bring awareness of complex ocean 
issues.

https://www.oceandecade.org/
https://www.oceandecade.org/
https://seabed2030.gebco.net/
https://www.oceanunite.org/30-x-30/
https://www.oceanunite.org/30-x-30/
https://schmidtocean.org/apply/artist-residency-program/
https://schmidtocean.org/apply/artist-residency-program/
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Leverage new technologies to reach out

Tapping into new technologies, such as VR (Virtual 
Reality), data visualisation, live streaming and making 
full use of social media.

Philippe Cousteau: “My wife Ashlan and I just hosted 
a programme we launched last year called Drop in 
the Ocean that changed the perspective of people 
and understanding plankton and small creatures in 
the ocean. Great tools like VR allow us to do that.” 

“Also, simple things like social media. Now we’re able 
to communicate with people when we’re filming, when 
we’re on location, and we can bring the wonders of 
the ocean straight into the palm of their hand in an 
instant. And that’s an exciting tool we need to be 
leveraging more.”

“We live stream all of our underwater dives from 
the bottom of the ocean to the public. And that 
global connection or global community really makes 
it accessible to be able to bring in non traditional 
audiences to the deeper sea.” 
-Carlie Wiener-

Underwater live stream example:
 
When the Schmidt Ocean Institute this year dove 
off the Ningaloo canyons in Western Australia they 
discovered what they think is the world’s longest 
species, a siphonophore, which is a colonial animal, 
at one hundred and fifty feet.



We are united by one ocean. Regardless of where 
we live we are all, in fact, ocean citizens. The ocean 
supports all life on earth and is the blue heart of our 
planet. What happens in the southern ocean has an 
effect on our global ocean and our nearby shores. What 
happens in the polar regions can have a tremendous 
knock-on effect, impacting everything from climate 
to the food on our plates.

In this session, the importance of joined-up thinking, 
when approaching the task of restoring ocean health, 
as well as how we need to unite behind science and 
protect what is protecting us, were the topics explored.
 

SESSION 5
UNITED BY 
THE OCEAN
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SESSION 5
SPEAKERS 
& QUOTES

José María Figueres
Former President of Costa Rica, 
Co-founder of Ocean Unite
“The ocean is the most important ecosystem in our 
life, without a healthy ocean, there is no life on the 
planet.”

“If we could go back and rename the planet, we 
should name it Ocean, not Earth, because the ocean 
is 70% of the surface of the planet.” 
-José María Figueres-

“Act on stopping climate change because climate 
change is causing the ocean to become more acid 
and that is killing biodiversity within the ocean and 
warming it up.”

Senator Sheldon Whitehouse - 
United States Senator for Rhode 
Island
Rhode Island is already a witness to climate effects: 
“Our ocean state has a long relationship with the 
ocean, a lot of our economy depends on it. We are 
already seeing effects on fisheries and our coastal 
properties are facing new risks of sea level rise and 
flooding, so that we might need to redraw the map 
of Rhode Island’s cost.” 
 
“The blue economy is a vibrant part of what makes 
Rhode Island such a special place.” 

“The big threat comes from climate change, because 
this leads to consequences that are very hard to undo.”
-Senator Whitehouse-

Watch the replay of the session

https://www.oceanunite.org/
https://youtu.be/67KLA_65Dgs
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SESSION 5
SOLUTIONS

Initiate cross-border agreements
“We need an international agreement that will better 
take care of the part of the ocean beyond the territorial 
waters of countries, because when there is no one’s 
land, not one takes care of it.” 
-José María Figueres-

Take legislative action 
According to Senator Whitehouse, there is a need to 
continue to make progress: “We have some significant 
legislation on plastic, ocean carbon capture and 
we have a marine protected area; all of this is very 
positive, but looming over all of it is the threat of 
climate change.”

Senator Whitehouse’s message to the US Senate is to 
continue to bring pressure on the fossil fuel industry. 
He also underlined the need for the big corporations 
to take climate seriously in Congress.

“For many generations, we have been takers from 
the ocean and we have to change our mindset and 
be caretakers of the oceans.” 
-Senator Sheldon Whitehouse-

Reclaim marine protected areas
“We can reclaim more marine protected areas, 
protected from ourselves and from so much activity.” 
-José María Figueres-

Why?  “Antarctica gives us a white shield of 35 million 
square kilometres that reflects the sun’s rays back 
up to the atmosphere helping to cool the planet. If 
that ice melts we are going to see sea rise of many 
metres around the world, affecting all of our coastlines. 
Moreover, it will also dramatically diminish biodiversity 
which is where the food chain begins.”
-José María Figueres-

Keep sharing the knowledge  - there is hope
José María Figueres remained positive because he 
sees a wave of renewed interest in ocean issues, in 
Antarctica, in the Arctic, especially amongst the new 
generations.

Sign the Antarctica 2020 petition to support 
one of the largest marine protected areas on our 
planet which in turn will help protect all of us.

https://www.only.one/act/antarctica
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“I am very optimistic because the more and more 
we share knowledge about these issues, as is the 
objective of The Ocean Race, the more and more 
we will become increasingly committed to these 
causes.” 
-José María Figueres-

“People have to put their mind to think about oceans 
in order to appreciate the work that needs to be done. 
But it can be done. It has to be done rapidly and with 
intention. But we can solve this.” 
-Senator Whitehouse-

“Blue Mind” = a mildly meditative state - feeling calm, 
peace, unity, and a sense of general happiness and 
satisfaction with life in the moment. A moment of 
mindfulness.

We are all connected to the ocean. Being near, in, 
on or under the water can bring us great peace and 
make us feel calm.

Next time you are at the beach, close your eyes and 
listen to the crashing waves. Breathe in and out slowly. 
How does it make you feel?

Throughout The Ocean Race Summit the participants 
were reminded of how amazing our blue planet is and 
what the ocean offers us. 

Blue Mindfulness - Reverence for the ocean

Blue Mindfulness - Healthy ocean

Blue Mindfulness video 3

BLUE MIND 
MOMENTS

https://vimeo.com/theoceanrace/review/454667776/743742bc83
https://vimeo.com/theoceanrace/review/454667623/c869f4d4a1
https://vimeo.com/theoceanrace/review/454667686/1b78da0f0a


Interactive, inspiring, collaborative and solution based. 
The eight Action Labs enabled the participants to dive 
deeper into ocean health topics, discuss solutions and 
co-create actions that we can use in our own workplace 
or network to help accelerate the restoration of ocean 
health for our blue planet.

ACTION 
LABS
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ACTION 
LAB 1
YOUTH 
FOR 30X30

Action Lab 1 was about how the action of youth can 
contribute to the 30x30 call to action. The 30x30 
movement aims to safeguard at least 30% of the world’s 
ocean by the year 2030. The goal will be achieved 
through a network of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) 
where destructive and/or extractive activities would 
be banned. It’s an ambitious goal, which means we 
need even more significant collaboration to make it 
a reality.

Facilitator: 

Eimear Manning is Ireland’s All-Atlantic Ocean Youth 
Ambassador and holds a Masters degree in Marine 
Sustainability. She also tags coastal sharks in Miami, 
Florida.

Panelists:

Laura Hampton - member of the Earth Echo Youth 
Leadership Council. A keen sailor from Northern Ireland 
who is currently studying International Relations with 
Sustainable Development at the University of St. 
Andrews.

D’amy Steward - a marine ecologist recently graduated 
from Duke University with a degree in Biology and 
Environmental Science. An avid sailor who raced lasers 
nationally and internationally, and an EarthEcho Youth 
Leadership Council alumna.

Lela DeVine - a high school senior and Lab Member 
of the Daniel K. Inouye College of Pharmacy at the 
University of Hawaii at Hilo. Diving since the age of 11, 
her research focuses on marine pharmacology, and 
she serves as an EarthEcho Youth Leadership Council 
Member.

JP Walsh - Professor of Oceanography & Director, 
Coastal Resources Center, Graduate School of 
Oceanography, University of Rhode Island.

Zoe Pagliaro - Sustainability Coordinator, Clean Ocean 
Access.

“Act and and have an impact by signing the Antarctica 
2020 petition which is calling on world leaders to 
deliver the largest act of ocean protection in history.“ 
-Laura Hampton-  

Watch the replay here

https://www.only.one/act/antarctica
https://www.only.one/act/antarctica
https://youtu.be/kLigRCvSUO4
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ACTION 
LAB 2 
INTERSECTIONAL 
ENVIRONMENTALISM
WITH TIME

This Action Lab explored how applying intersectional 
environmentalism into the strategies to accelerate 
restoration of ocean and planetary health can in turn 
create a more just world for all.

Intersectional Environmentalism advocates for justice 
for people and the planet - a more inclusive world 
view within our environmental movements. Diverse 
methods and ideologies need to be applied when 
creating strategies for climate action and restoration 
of ocean health. To achieve lasting and legitimate 
change for good we need to take an intersectional 
approach.

Facilitator: 

Justin Worland - a Washington D.C.-based 
correspondent for TIME covering energy and the 
environment.

Panelists:

Anushka Bhaskar - founder of Avritah and a member 
of the Intersectional Environmentalist Council. She is 
passionate about protecting the two homes we all 
have: our body and the planet and founded the Harvard 
Environmental Action and Leadership Summit in 2019.

Wanjiku “Wawa” Gatheru - a 21-year-old environmental 
justice advocate passionate about creating a more 
inclusive environmental movement. The founder of 
BlackGirlEnvironmentalist, she has bylines in VICE News 
and Glamour Magazine. As the first person in history 
to receive the Rhodes, Truman and Udall Scholarships, 
Wawa is currently a graduate student at the University 
of Oxford. 

Isaias Hernandez - the creator of Queer Brown Vegan 
where he makes accessible environmental education 
content. As a queer, brown, and vegan environmentalist, 
he seeks to provide a safe space for other like-minded 
environmentalists to engage in the discourse of the 
current climate crisis.

Sunshine Menezes - Clinical Associate Professor of 
Environmental Communication and Executive Director, 
Metcalf Institute for Marine & Environmental Reporting, 
University of Rhode Island.

Watch the replay here

Facilitator Justin Worland concluded: “I want to 
highlight the two words that came out in the word 
cloud: inclusivity and collaboration - which both 
seemed very much a summary of our conversation.”

https://youtu.be/0VA2j_LwBJo
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ACTION 
LAB 3 
BREAKING DOWN 
BARRIERS TO 
BLUE TECH AND 
INNOVATION

This the Action Lab where the blue tech community 
interacted vividly around how to accelerate innovation 
and action for ocean health. 

Blue Tech is a fast evolving space providing solutions 
to many ocean health and research issues, but it is 
not without its challenges. 

Shifting from ideation through to innovation, how is 
it possible to nurture blue tech innovation and make 
these projects scalable and accessible? How do we 
break down barriers in order to provide better blue 
tech solutions for the ocean?

Facilitator: 
Donna K. Hazard - a board member at bluetech in-
novation hub SeaAhead who has spent her career in 
entrepreneurial corporate and nonprofit leadership 
and board roles.

Panelists:
Stefan Marx - CEO & Founder SubCtech

Jon Pollak - CEO & Co-Founder The Oyster Common 

Blaine S. Grimes - Chief Ventures Officer Gulf of Maine 
Research Institute

John W. Mandelman - Ph.D, Vice President & Chief 
Scientist Anderson Cabot Center for Ocean Life, New 
England Aquarium

Dr. Paula Bontempi - Dean of the University of Rhode 
Island’s Graduate School of Oceanography

Dr. Mark Baumgartner - Senior Scientist, Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institution

Anna Michel - Associate Scientist, Applied Ocean 
Physics & Engineering, Woods Hole Oceanographic 
Institution

Jen McCann - Director of US Coastal Programs, Gradu-
ate School of Oceanography University of Rhode Island

Brennan Philips - Assistant Professor, University of 
Rhode Island, Dept. of Ocean Engineering

Evan Ridley - Director of Environmental Programs, 
Rhode Island Marine Trades Association

Max Kraimer - Project Coordinator, Clean Ocean Access

Many blue tech innovations and projects were pre-
sented, solutions discussed and contacts made for 
future cooperation.

What was presented and discussed? 
Watch the replay here

https://youtu.be/ypKmY3P4udA
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ACTION 
LAB 4 
RELAUNCHING 
OCEAN 
SCIENCE
   

With the countdown to the Decade of Ocean Science 
2021-2030, communicating about science adequately is 
an essential first step towards mass engagement. During 
Action Lab 4, science communicators, researchers and 
marketing experts examined efficient ways to engage 
more people in ocean health topics. The conversation 
around how to make the invisible visible and relaunch 
ocean science in a more inclusive way to enable more 
positive action for people and the planet, continued 
in Session 4. 

Co-Facilitators:
Dr. Carlie Wiener - Director of Communications and 
Engagement Strategy for Schmidt Ocean Institute 
Richard Vevers - Founder and CEO of The Ocean 
Agency

Panelists:
Vinicius Lindoso - Head of Communications, IOC 
Decade of Ocean Science

Dr. John Whaley - Senior Research Director at Goodwin 
Simon Strategic Research

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE DISCUSSION

Dr Carlie Wiener: “The Decade of Ocean Science will 
expand the science we are doing but also broaden it 
to the public and bring the public in.”

Sandra Whitehouse - Ocean conservation, Rhode 
Island: On the experience from working with legislation 
around ocean planning and science collection. “Having 
ocean science tied to the ability to sustainably develop 
our oceans within our EEZS (Exclusive Economic Zones) 
has been a very compelling argument, because it is 
really about jobs, jobs, jobs.” 

Vinicius Lindoso: “The central core idea of the decade 
is using science to solve the problems. The above is a 
good example to show how the ocean is throughout, 
it’s not just about one sustainable development goal, 
it’s part of the whole ecosystem, from jobs to gender. 
In that way it is part of the solution.”

SOLUTIONS 
Have countries competing by showing off what is 
possible in ocean science.

Gather around a few goals to help the audience with 
specific solutions for what they can do in their everyday 
life. Make science concrete for the general public. 

Attract more funding by focusing on how to get people 
involved. Create excitement around ocean science 
through storytelling and communication in order to 
engage the big companies and major stakeholders. 

Curious to hear more?
Watch the replay here

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exclusive_economic_zone
https://youtu.be/uWrXifAvVyM
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ACTION 
LAB 5 
WHO 
SPEAKS FOR THE 
OCEAN?

The Ocean Racers travel through some of the most 
ungoverned waters on the planet - the high seas.

These marine areas beyond national jurisdiction 
cover nearly half of the earth’s surface and host a 
significant portion of its biodiversity. There was a time 
when the high seas were beyond the reach of human 
activities but these days technological advances and 
a growing demand for resources are driving increased 
exploitation.

Ocean conservation highlights the interconnectedness 
of ecosystems, and the need for transformative change 
within our institutions and legal systems to address 
human activity and threats across ‘borders.’ How can 
we ensure the ocean’s interests and needs are a priority 
in decision making both nationally and internationally; 
in other words, given a voice and ‘seat at the table’?

Facilitator: 
Michelle Bender - Ocean Rights Manager, Earth Law 
Center

Panelists:
Kristina Gjerde - Senior High Seas Advisor, IUCN Global 
Marine and Polar Programme - International Governance

Hugo Echeverria - Ecuadorian lawyer- National Ocean 
Rights- Blue Perspective

David de Rothschild - Founder of Plastiki, The Lost 
Explorer and Head of Sculpt the Future

Dee Caffari MBE - Offshore Sailor World Sailing Trust 
Ambassador and two-time competitor at The Ocean 
Race

Catherine Chabaud - European Member of Parliament 
and Ocean Advocate

SOLUTIONS - PATHWAYS
The way forward to give the high seas a voice and the 
protection it rightly deserves was discussed.  Some of 
the pathways suggested that gained most votes were: 
Council of Ocean Custodians; individual and collective 
responsibility, systemic approach, common heritage 
of mankind. 
Rights of Nature codified in Constitutional law; enabling 
crimes against nature.
Give a seat to Nature within the UN General Assembly 
and IUCN (International Union for Conservation of 
Nature).

Watch the whole session here
This discussion will be ongoing throughout the 
next Summits, if you are interested in joining the 
conversation, reach out to the The Ocean Summits 
team: summits@theoceanrace.com

http://www.iucn.org/
https://youtu.be/D9xqqKn8HNw
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ACTION 
LAB 6 
THE FUTURE OF 
SEAFOOD:
EXPLORING THE NEW 
FRONTIER OF CELL-
BASED SEAFOOD

As the global human population grows and the 
average lifespan increases, so too does the demand 
for seafood. While there has been incremental progress 
to improve the sustainability of wild-capture fisheries 
and aquaculture production, pressure on the species 
and habitats that support the global seafood supply 
continues to threaten the health, productivity and 
resilience of our ocean. 

A growing appetite for more environmentally and 
socially responsible seafood has catalyzed advances 
in bioengineering, food innovation and it has inspired 
the creation of cell-based seafood. 

The way the future of seafood is changing was explored 
during this Action Lab as we heard from experts about 
the role that cell-based seafood may play in improving 
ocean health.

Facilitator: 
Meghan Jeans - Principal, Foghorn Strategies. Meghan 
has spent over twenty years working across disciplines 
and markets to strengthen conservation and inspire 
greater ocean stewardship. 

Panelists:
Jen Lamy - Sustainable Seafood Initiative Manager, 
The Good Food Institute. Jen leads The Good Food 
Institute’s cross-programmatic Sustainable Seafood 
Initiative.

Greg Murphy - Director, Corporate Development & 
Strategic Partnerships. Blue Nalu. BlueNalu (San Diego, 
California) is a global leader in cellular aquaculture, 
in which the company will produce a variety of cell-
based seafood products directly from fish cells of a 
wide array of marine species.

Arlin Wasserman - Founder and Managing Director, 
Changing Tastes. Arlin has helped to identify and 
catalyze some of the most significant shifts in the way 
business and consumers think about food.

SUMMARY
Meghan Jeans summarized the session as a teaser: 
“We are at the beginning of the learning curve when 
it comes to cell based seafood, whether it will be a 
major disruptor or a niche product remains to be seen.” 

Further research is in the pipeline: “Looking at the full 
life cycle analysis of these different products to be 
able to better compare them with traditional seafood 
products. We need to understand what the costs and 
benefits of these new innovative products are.” 

WHAT CAN WE ALL DO?
• Offer support to organisations working on cell-

based seafood
• Look for opportunities to invest
• Explore some of the unknowns

“When you talk to people about ocean health 
remember to tie it back to what they eat. The choices 
that we make as consumers, what we put on our 
plate, can have a major impact on the health of our 
oceans.” -Meghan Jeans-

Get into all the details; watch the replay here

https://youtu.be/QyP3kiIRYlk


THE OCEAN RACE SUMMITS #3

ACTION 
LAB 7 
POLAR FOCUS

The Polar regions of our planet have a tremendous 
impact on how we experience life, from the climate 
we live in to the food on our plate. These harsh 
environments may seem very far away but we are all 
connected by the ocean and reminded of the impact 
through events happening in our own lives.

This Action Lab dove deeper into our interdependence 
with these icy regions and the ocean and the debate 
extended onto ways in which we can help protect these 
fragile environments in order for them to continue to 
protect us.

Co-Facilitators: 
Stina Bagge -Arctic Youth Network 
Kit Van Wagner - Polar Expedition Leader

Panelists:
Magnus Johannesson - Icelandic Chairmanship of the 
Arctic Council 

Ruth Kaviok - Inuit Youth Advocate

Geoff Green - Founder of Students on Ice

Brice Loose - Associate Professor of Oceanography; 
Marine and Atmospheric Chemistry and Physical 
Oceanography, University of Rhode Island

Damian Foxall - Offshore sailor, 11th Hour Racing Team 
Sustainability Manager and Antarctic Expedition Leader

Dave Mclaughlin - Executive Director Clean Ocean 
Access

Allison Cusick - Scripps Institution of Oceanography 
Graduate Student

Amanda Lynnes - Director of Environment and Science 
Coordination, International Association of Antarctic 
Tourism Operators

Candice Pedersen - SIKU Development Team

SOLUTIONS
Ashley Cummings: “It’s important to keep the tenacity 
up. Easy to be burnt out, but keep the energy. It is 
worth the fight!.”

Kit Van Wagner: “It’s a long game. We want to rethink 
our models for the economy, we have to hang in 
there; this is not something that is going to be solved 
in the short term.”

Candice Pedersen: “Involve indigenous people. Take 
their knowledge on, for example, how to manage 
wildlife populations.” 

Einar Gunnarsson: “The Arctic has 4 million inhabitants. 
The Arctic Council is working on including their voices. 
It is very important that the indigenous people’s 
voices are taken into account.”

Gail Snowcroft: “People don’t care about things 
they don’t understand. Find a way to engage people 
and make them understand how it affects them by 
pulling them into the regions in real time.”

Watch Action Lab 7 here

https://youtu.be/S-jWJnzOnIg
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ACTION 
LAB 8 
FUNDING OCEAN 
HEALTH 
RESTORATION 

THE IMPOSSIBLE 
CHALLENGE?

We are all stakeholders in a healthy ocean. Who will 
invest to achieve the mission to restore ocean health 
and how do we implement action? 

In this Action Lab the panelists shared some of the 
sustainable finance solutions that are currently in place 
to help accelerate our ocean health mission. Gaps 
and opportunities within the sector and what impact 
investors need to be aware of to motivate support 
of ocean projects were investigated. Furthermore, 
participants gained insights to actions and pathways 
that will motivate sustainable finance investment in 
ocean restoration projects.

Facilitator: 
Anne-Cécile Turner - Sustainability Director, The Ocean 
Race

Panelists:
Andrew Lee - Global Head of Sustainable and Impact 
Investing for UBS Global Wealth Management

Michelle Carnevale - Grant Program Director, 11th 
Hour Racing  

April Crow - Vice president, External Affairs and 
Investors Relations, Circulate Capital

SUMMARY
Andrew Lee: 
“There is a broad spectrum of sustainable investment 
strategies that incorporate environmental, social and 
governance considerations, but still clearly target 
market rate return.”  

“The strategies can range from excluding certain 
exposures, to improved investment processes, to 
intentional strategies, ‘impact investing’ where the 
capital should drive positive change that is measurable. 
The common denominator is that there needs to be 
a particular outcome or a return as a goal.”

“For the ocean specifically, there is interest in 
understanding if this is an issue that investors can 
care about.” 
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HOW TO GAIN INVESTOR INTEREST AROUND OCEAN 
RELATED MATTERS? 
• Connect the matters to water more broadly and to 

the climate change and emissions effect on ocean 
health. 

• Given the interconnectivity, there is interest in 
pollution and waste as well as climate change 
solutions, such as carbon reduction, energy 
efficiency etc. 

• One priority is plastic leakage, because of the high 
awareness about the issue.

• Alternatives to fish as a protein have gained a lot 
more interest in the private market.

Michelle Carnevale: 
“As a philanthropic funder, we tend to see our role 
as providing seed funding, to serve as a catalyst to 
wider adoption.” 

IMPORTANT FOR PROJECTS TO GAIN TRACTION AND 
REACH WIDER ADOPTION
• Engagement of a wide range of stakeholders and 

communities to make them understand the immense 
value that healthy ecosystems provide.

• Finding ways to demonstrate and communicate 
effectiveness or restoration strategies.

• Ability to show the cost/benefit component - 
benefits of restoring a natural system versus installing 
hard manmade structures. 

April Crow:
“Our business model is focused on how we can 
demonstrate and identify investments in the recycling 
value chain that can be scaled and replicated in order 
to demonstrate the investability and catalyze the 
additional investments needed.”

• There is potential in the business model. 
• Investors are some of the world’s leading companies, 

some of them competitors. 
• There is a sustainable financing mechanism. 
• The investors recognise that they contribute to the 

problem so they also want to be part of the solution.
• They provide funding as well as technical expertise 

and supply chain knowledge and experience.

SOLUTIONS
• Bring the different areas of funding together to 

work on solutions for ocean health.
• Depending on the nature of your project, consider 

what type of investment profile would suit and align 
with your cause and goal. 

• Where possible scale and replicate.

Watch the replay here

https://youtu.be/MCPxGt02AVc


The quick fire Q&As were led by skilled youth 
moderators.  They were joined by the speakers from 
the respective sessions taking the role as panelists.
 

LIVE 
Q&AS
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We’re all in this together : Racing with Purpose

Moderator: D’amy Steward - a marine ecologist 
recently graduated from Duke University with a degree 
in Biology and Environmental Science. She is an avid 
sailor, having raced Lasers nationally and internationally, 
and is an EarthEcho Youth Leadership Council alumna.

We’re all in this together : Collaboration
Moderator: Brianna Salvatore Dueck - a former 
professional basketball player who knows the power of 
sport to create positive change. She is now a dedicated 
sport for development ambassador, helping to co-
launch a sport for development youth coalition at the 
UN’s Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization 
using sport to address the UN 2030 Sustainable 
Development Agenda. Brianna is also a consultant at 
Nielsen Sports.

A healthy ocean for all
Moderator: Eimear Manning - Ireland’s All-Atlantic 
Ocean Youth Ambassador and holds a Masters degree 
in Marine Sustainability. She also tags coastal sharks 
in Miami, Florida.

Ocean science communications
Moderator: Lela DeVine - a high school senior and Lab 
Member of the Daniel K. Inouye College of Pharmacy 
at the University of Hawaii at Hilo. Diving since the age 
of 11, her research focuses on marine pharmacology, 
and she serves as an EarthEcho Youth Leadership 
Council Member

Blue tech + Innovation
Moderator: Apurva Iyengar - a 17 year old EarthEcho 
International Youth Leadership Council member from 
New Jersey, USA. Apurva is the founder of Youth.ify, a 
youth-led organization that gives otherwise isolated 
young environmentalists a platform to connect, 
collaborate and support one another. She is currently 
taking a gap year from college to further develop 
Youth.ify, but will be attending Tufts University next fall.
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WENDY SCHMIDT
During her closing remarks, Wendy Schmidt, 
philanthropist, investor, sailor and co-founder of 11th 
Hour Racing, gave her view on the current world 
situation in connection to ocean health. 

 “We’ve heard from everyone today how important 
this moment is for the opportunity to shift public 
perception about what ocean health means for 
everyone, wherever they happen to live.” 
-Wendy Schmidt-

Contributing to science
“The observations made from our sailboats tracking 
across the globe will supply a missing link for scientists, 
helping build on their model of the ocean as a whole 
system and enabling them to measure the scale of 
changes occurring as the result of human impact. 
Measurements taken from The Ocean Race boats will 
provide scientists with baseline information on sea 
surface temperature and salinity, acidity, dissolved 
carbon dioxide and microplastic pollution. Our boats 
will also supply real time weather measurements that 
will help validate and improve weather forecasting 
systems.” 

Shifting public perception
“At 11th Hour Racing we’re working with The Ocean 
Race to create an overview effect for the ocean - 
reaching audiences around the world - whether online, 
at Summits, or at Exploration Zones at stopover cities 
during the next Race - and changing their perceptions.” 

“Together we have a unique opportunity to join 
the sport we love with the science we need for the 
ocean.” 

“So, here’s to the sailors. Here’s to The Ocean Race, 
and here’s to all; we can each contribute to protecting 
our ocean and our planet in the decade ahead.”
-Wendy Schmidt-

Watch Wendy Schmidt’s closing remarks

CLOSING 
REMARKS

The Ocean Race Summits have been 
developed in collaboration with 11th 
Hour Racing, an organization that 
establishes strategic partnerships 
to promote collaborative, systemic 
change benefitting the health of 
the ocean. 

https://11thhourracing.org
https://11thhourracing.org
https://youtu.be/n2QQ3HDOrJg


RICHARD BRISIUS
Richard Brisius, Race chairman for The Ocean Race, 
joined from the Race headquarters in Alicante, Spain to 
conclude The Ocean Race Summits #3. He expressed 
the warmest thanks to everyone who in one way or 
another were or had been involved in supporting, 
participating and joining the Summit.

“We all have our own takeaways and that’s exactly 
the way we want it to be.”

“If I could ask for one thing from all of you, it is that you 
would pick one solution, insight or learning from today 
and share it with friends, families and colleagues.”

He also reminded everyone that, when the going gets 
tough, find support in each other: 
“We stand in this as one team, all in the same boat.”

“We joined up with leaders around the world and 
signed up for Antarctica 2020 - the icy core of our 
blue planet - and I encourage you all to support this.”

Finally for the math lovers: 
“What is life minus the ocean? The answer is zero, 
there is no life without the ocean. Life minus the 
ocean equals zero. So, care for and fight for the 
ocean.” 

Watch the closing remarks from Richard Brisius

https://www.theoceanrace.com
https://www.only.one/act/antarctica
https://youtu.be/DMP7mWlL14k


The next edition of The Ocean Race Summits will take 
place during the Spring of 2021 -- Join us then!

Watch the full replay of The Ocean Race Summits #3 
from Newport, RI (USA), here.

Watch the summary of the Newport event, here.

More from The Ocean Race Summits

If you are curious to read or watch more from past 
editions of The Ocean Race Summits, find all the 
information here.

Want to dig into the topics further? Also read the 
report from The Ocean Summits #2 in The Hague May 
2020 here.

WRAP UP

PREMIER PARTNERS

OFFICIAL PARTNERS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IRR2BV8Wifc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cGhu8HprSsA
https://www.theoceanracesummits.com/past-summits.html
https://theoceanrace.s3.amazonaws.com/files/m123888_The-Ocean-Race-Summits2-Summary-Report.pdf



